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HERE IS THE NEWS, FIRST THE HEADLINES


---- Indonesia affirms its commitment to strengthening maritime safety


---- Indonesia-Australia agree to accelerate the ratification of CEPA




NOW THE NEWS IN DETAIL
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Indonesia affirms its commitment to strengthening maritime safety

Indonesia as one of the maritime nations which has the longest coastline in the world has actively participated in improving maritime safety and security. Indonesia proves its commitment to strengthening maritime safety by deploying its delegations at the International Maritime Organization-Maritime Safety Committee 101st session which has taken place in London, UK from June 5 to 14,  2019. On the occasion, the Indonesian delegations were led by Indonesian Ambassador to UK, Rizal Sukma and Deputy Ambassador Adam M. Tugio. Indonesian Transportation Attache at the Embassy of Indonesia in London, Lollan Panjaitan on Saturday (8/6) said that at the 101st session, Indonesian delegations put forward several priorities including the establishment of law on the application of low sulphur fuel which will be implemented in 2020. Lollan in her press release received by Republikaonline on Sunday (June9) explained that the Maritime Safety Committee is a technical body that has the authority of performing the assignments delegated by the International Maritime Organization// REP/Trs: AL
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Indonesia-Australia agree to accelerate the ratification of CEPA

The Indonesian and Australian Governments agree to accelerate the ratification of the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) which is still going on. It was remarked by Indonesian Trade Minister, Enggartiasto Lukita in Tsukuba, Japan, on Sunday (9/6). As reported by Antara, the acceleration of CEPA was one of the points discussed at the bilateral meeting held between Indonesian Trade Minister, Enggartiasto Lukita, and Australian Minister of Trade, Tourism, and Investment, Simon Birmingham on the sidelines of the G20 Summit and Ministerial Meetings on Trade and Digital Economy. Minister Enggartiasto Lukita assured that the ratification of the free trade agreement would accelerate the implementation of the two countries’ cooperation and investments which have been carried out progressively. Indonesia and Australia agreed the commitment to strengthening cooperation in March 2019 and both sides are still waiting for the ratification process to finish, so that their partnership programs could be immediately executed// (Antara/Trs: AL)
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G20 Forum Expected to Ease Trade War Tension

Indonesian Trade Minister Enggartiasto Lukita said the Group of Twenty (G20) forum is making every effort to ease trade war tensions which potentially disrupt the performance of global trade. It was stated by Minister Enggartiasto on the sidelines of the G20 Ministerial Meeting on Digital Trade and Economy in Tsukuba, Japan, on Sunday (June9). As quoted by Antara, the effort is necessary to prevent the global trade growth from declining further as projected by the World Trade Organization (WTO). Enggartiasto pointed out that WTO would likely make another adjustment to the projection in the second half of 2019 if the condition remains as it is. Hence, he explained that efforts to ease the trade war tensions between the US and China must be implemented in a bid to tackle sluggish global economic growth. The G20 meeting discussed several aspects such as economic data, de-escalation of trade war, reduction of subsidies for fair trade, reform of WTO role and significance of multilateral cooperation// (Voi-Antara)
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Researcher calls for eradication of ‘cyber crime’ to encourage the contributions of e-commerce

Researcher at Center for Indonesian Policy Studies (CIPS) Galuh Octania said that if the government focuses on handling cyber crime namely crime perpetrated in cyber media, it would boost the performance of e-commerce sector in a bid to stimulate the national economic growth. It was stated by Galuh Octania in her press release received by Antara in Jakarta on Sunday (June 9). Galuh explained that cyber crime impedes the growth of e-commerce sector since consumers are doubtful about the credibility of purchasing goods online. Therefore, Galuh called on the government to improve the security and convenience of e-commerce in a bid to regain people's trust at conducting electronic transactions and shopping online. In addition, Galuh affirmed that electronic financial transaction is one of the government's efforts to achieve financial inclusion through digitalization// (Antara/Trs: AL)
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Minister Susi to sink 30 more ships after Idul Fitri

Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Minister Susi Pudjiastuti plans to sink 30 foreign ships intercepted for illegally fishing in Indonesian waters. Minister Susi said the ships were now located in Pontianak in West Kalimantan, Natuna and Tarempa in Riau Islands and Bitung in North Sulawesi. A court has deemed the 30 ships as illegal. During her four years in office, Susi sunk more than 500 ships. The office claimed this policy had succeeded in deterring 10,000 ships from illegally entering Indonesian waters. The ministry’s head of illegal fishing prevention task force Satgas 115, Mas Achmad Santosa said most of the ships were from Vietnam and China. He urged the Foreign Ministry to conduct bilateral negotiations with the two countries//  Voi.Ant
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Agriculture Ministry to revise regulation on organic fertilizers in a bid to protect farmers

The development of organic farmers in Indonesia still encounters a number of challenges. As quoted by Kompas, many organic fertilizers have not yet fulfilled the standard such as having adverse and inconsistent as well as containing heavy metals. Director of Fertilizers and Pesticides at the Directorate General of Infrastructures and Facilities Muhrizal Sarwani explained that it is an utmost importance for fertilizer producers to comprehend about the quality standard in producing organic fertilizers. In addition, Muhrizal pointed out that organic fertilizers which contain inappropriate substances would disrupt the quality soil. Hence, the Indonesian Agriculture Ministry is taking measure to protect farmers in maintaining their productivity by revising Ministerial Regulation No. 70 Year 2011 to Ministerial Regulation No. 01 Year 2019 about Organic Fertilizer, Bio Enhancer, and Soil Conditioner.  The revision of the regulation aims to protect consumers from choosing the wrong fertilizers and disseminate information about top quality organic fertilizers// (Kompas/Trs: AL)


